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COLORED GIRLS 
For Colored Girls The Movie 
Ntozake Shange's choreopoem combines music, poetry, and improvisational dance 
into a story of strength, elasticity, and celebration. Performed entirely by women, 
the play offers a narrative of self-discovery, coming-of-age stories, self-love, and 
familial bond between Black women who share both joyous and painful 
experiences. The play provides moving insights into the beautiful and layered 
complexities of Black girlhood and womanhood. Shange’s particular storytelling 
style centers the lived experiences of Black women while contributing their 
diverse ways of loving and living in their truth. 
Beau Willie is all tied up in the sheets, wishing a friend would come over and bring him 
some blow or any other kind of drug. Beau Willie tried to get veterans' benefits but he 
cannot read, so he starts driving a cab around the city but the cops always give him a hard 
time and he is not making any money. According to the lady in Red say that Crystal is 
pregnant again and Beau beats Crystal almost to death when he hears about her pregnancy. 
Beau Willie has wanted to marry Crystal since she was 14 but now, she laughs in his face 
saying she will never marry him. She has the baby and there are now two kids, Naomi and 
Kwame. After laughing in his face, he violently beats her the next day. Crystal ends up 
getting a court order to keep Beau away from her and the children. Beau Willie comes to the 
house despite the court order and while he is there he becomes apologetic saying he just 
wants to marry her and give her things. The two children run to their father as Crystal 
watches. Unexpectedly, he grabs the kids and moves the screen out of the window. Beau 
Willie threatens Crystal and tell her that she has to agree to marry him. The children 
continue to scream. Crystal, at the moment, can only whisper. Beau Willie drops the kids out 
of the window and they die.
Summary of Lady In Red Excerpt
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• The Film is a rendition of Shange Play directed by Tyler Perry
• Released in 2010
• The movie focused on the struggles of being a woman of color 
• The leading cast members consist of about 10 African-American woman, 
seven of whom were based off of Shange’s original characters 
Her original name is Paulette L. Williams. She Changed her name in 1971 to an African name 
Ntozake means “She who comes with her own things. Shange means “Who walks like a lion” She 
was a part of a upper middle class family in Trenton, New Jersey. She completed high school and 
during that time she became increasingly aware of the injustice of the American society on black 
females. Attended Barnard College at the age of 18. One year later she attempted suicide multiple 
times. Her series of suicide attempts include: sticking head in the oven, drinking chemicals, driving 
car in the pacific, slashing her wrist , overdose on valium. Her cause for suicide was due to the 
separation from her husband who was in law school. Became consumed with bitterness and deep 
alienation. She graduated from Barnard College 1970 with a Bachelor’s Degree with honors in 
American studies. Three years later she earned her Masters from University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles. From 1972-1975 she taught humanities and women studies. She also wrote a number 
of successful plays such as Mother Courage and Her children (1980 ), which won an Obie Award 
in 2003. She now prefers to be associated to with current non commercial work, including with the 
Latin American people’s theater.
Themes
Black womanhood and Black women’s self-realization (Racism, Identity, Alienation, and Sexism)
Symbols 
The Rainbow: Shange explains that the rainbow is “ the possibility to start all over again. If you 
see only one color, it’s not beautiful. If you see them all, it is. A colored girl, by my definition, is a 
girl of many colors. But she can only see her overall beauty if she can see all the colors of herself. 
To do that, she has to look deep inside her. And when she looks inside herself, she will find . . . love 
and beauty.”
The Play took shape in 1974 with an astonishing performance by Shange and 
four of her close friends in a women’s bar in California.The poems were about 
the coming of age, heartbreak, sexual assault, redemption. The Play arrived 
during a cultural renaissance when communities of color: Black, Latino, Asian, 
Native American were working in solidarity. Feminism also provided as a 
backdrop. 
